
Old and New Testament passages used to justify slavery:  

 

Psalm 123:2 (New International Version (NIV)): As the eyes of slaves look to the hand of their 
master, as the eyes of a maid look to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the LORD 
our God, till he shows us his mercy. 

Ephesians 6:4-6: Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training 
and instruction of the Lord. Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with 
sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey them not only to win their favor when 
their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 

Ephesians 6:5:Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of 
heart, just as you would obey Christ. 

Ephesians 6:9:And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you 
know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with 
him. 

Colossians 3:22:Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their 
eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 

Colossians 4:1:Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that 
you also have a Master in heaven. 

Titus 2:9:Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to 
talk back to them, 

1 Peter 2:18:Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who 
are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 

 


